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Costly Mistake 

Under estimating your photography needs 

Often brides get into financial disappointment by hiring a photographer with no plan.  Paying a fee 

for their services and deciding afterward on what you want based on your images, is not sound 

advice.  Sounds good at first until the bride finds out later that the costs far exceed her budget.  A 

good photographer should be able to discuss your Wedding plans and offer a realistic amount of 

photography needed to cover your event. 

Although no one can guess the exact number of photographs you will end up with, our flexible 

packages have helped brides successfully budget for their Wedding without major increases after 

the Wedding. 

How much time do you need? 

 Starting Time:   ________ (Usually 90-120 minutes before the ceremony) 

 Ceremony Time:   ________ 

 Ceremony Ends:   ________ 

Alter Returns:   ________ (allow 20-30 minutes) 

Private Time: (optional)  ________ (allow 30 minute for portraits of newlyweds) 

Travel to Reception:  ________ 

Arrive at Reception:  ________ 

Couple’s Departure:  ________ 

 

Photography Begins:  ________ 

Photography Ends:  ________ 

        Coverage Needed:  ________ 

 

 



 

Designing the Perfect Engagement Portrait 

Here at Lovejoy Photography, I understand that your Engagement Portrait is going to be the 

beginning of a new adventure in your life.  I want to document this special time for you and begin 

capturing memories that last a lifetime! 

To ensure your portrait is as beautiful as can be, try to follow these suggested guidelines: 

1. Schedule your portrait a minimum of 6 to 8 weeks prior to your Wedding day.  The sooner the 

better!  This allows adequate time for lab processing. 

2. Choose outfits that suit your personality and make you feel attractive!  Make sure you create 

color harmony and both outfits coordinate Ill together.  Please do not wear short shorts or skirts.  

This makes posing more difficult.  Long, flowing dresses, jeans, or khakis make better selections. 

3. Start thinking about props!  This can make your photograph unique.  Consider a picnic basket 

with wine glasses and a blanket, a straw hat, a musical instrument - even animals!  I can also 

utilize larger objects such as:  boats, sport cars, planes, or 

motorcycles. 

4. Don’t worry about the location!  Once you chose your wardrobe 

and schedule an appointment, I will discuss location and time with 

you.  I have access to many hideaways⎯just tell us what you 

envision.  I can create the rest. 

5. Become alert to interesting photographs.  Look out for romantic 

postcards or magazine advertisements.  I can often recreate art with 

you as the subject. 

6. Keep in mind that many couples chose to utilize their Engagement 

Portrait to display at their reception (perhaps in our designer Signature Frame), or to include it 

in the invitations, or to distribute framed as the perfect party favor or bridal party gifts. 

7. While I are creating your Engagement Portrait, if you have a sister, a brother, or a best friend 

you would like a portrait of, bring them along.  I can just as easily do two or three sittings at the 

same time as one.  Give Mom that family portrait she has been wanting!  Please discuss your 

ideas when scheduling your session. 

8. Have fun! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1.  DO USE PROPER SKIN CARE.  Give nature a helping hand by starting a basic skin care program 2-3 months 

prior to your Wedding.  A morning and evening regiment of cleansing, freshening and moisturizing primes 

your face for the sheer makeup look brides love. 

2.  DO WEAR MAKEUP.  Often, the filter the photographer uses softens your look and washes you out, creating 

a lower contrast.  Use makeup to accentuate, enhance and define your best features.  Minor imperfections 

may be neatly corrected by using a concealer.  The important thing is to experiment before your Wedding 

day. 

3.  DO USE COLOR HARMONY.  To harmonize, choose makeup and clothes with a single undertone ~ either 

vibrantly cool or radiantly warm.  Make sure you harmonize lip color, cheek color and nail color.  The entire 

bridal party should apply this rule.  Neutral browns photograph the best. 

4.  DO USE WATERPROOF MASCARA.  This is one of the happiest moments of your life, and you’ll undoubtedly 

shed a few tears!  Layer brown and black mascara for longer looking lashes. 

5.  DO USE LIPSTICK AND LIPLINER.  Select a lipstick rich in moisturizers and emollients for the ultimate in 

kissable lips.  Line first, and then use a brush to apply color.  Reapply for staying power.  Add a touch of gloss 

for shine, but avoid frosting lipstick. 

6.  DO USE TRANSLUCENT FACE POWDER.  This sets makeup and provides a matte finish.  It also helps control 

oil breakthrough and shine.  Always select powder in the shade closest to your natural skin tone.  Pressed 

powder is portable and can be used throughout the day.  

7.  DO WEAR THE CORRECT FOUNDATION SHADE.  Select a shade that matches your skin at the jawline (not the 

back of your hand) and blend it well ~ especially along the hairline and jaw.  This gives skin a smooth, even 

finish. 

8. DO USE CORRECT BLUSHER APPLICATIONS.  Blusher should provide a soft glow, and never 

look streaked or blotchy.  For sheer and even applications, use a blusher brush.  

Wherever you lay the brush first is where the most color will be deposited.  Lightly dust 

face powder over blusher to tone. 

9. DO WEAR A FRAGRANCE.  A women’s fragrance is her personal signature ~ and an 

intimate trademark.  Never overdo your aroma.  Make sure you use layering techniques 

with your scent ~ applying body creams and colognes in matching scents. 

10.  DO USE A PROFESSIONAL.  Beautiful skin care and glamour isn’t something you buy ~ 

it’s something you learn.  Learning the right beauty regimen for your skin and proper makeup applications 

will guarantee you’ll look your best. 

How to Avoid the Ten Most Common Makeup 

Mistakes on Your Wedding Day 

All eyes will be on you ~ make sure every inch is worthy of close-up attention! 



 

Proofs & Orders 

The big day has passed and your images are priceless!  Most of your day may be a blur – but you 

don’t need to worry, because you have made it a picture-perfect event!  Now, what is the next 

step?  Viewing your proofs (image previews or “samples” from which you order the images you 

have your heart set on) and designing your album are generally the final steps on your Wedding 

day journey. 

There are many different types of proofing options available today.  With the changes in 

technology, traditional paper proofs are not as common as they used to be.  Instead, many studios 

are leaning toward CD proofing and online proofing.  These alternative types of proofing tend to 

be more convenient for the bridal couple. 

A word about high-resolution digital files: as technology improves and copyright violations 

continue to rise, some photographers are waiving their rights to copyright protection and releasing 

large digital files to their clients.  These files are not typically released until all album orders have 

been processed and are completed. 

Please note that most photographers who prepare these copyright-released CDs are only releasing 

original Wedding day images.  Thus, these files still have to be cropped, sized and color corrected 

and any retouching or image modifications still need to be made.  These CDs tend to serve mainly 

as a family heirloom unless you or someone you know is familiar with photo retouching software. 

 

 

 

 



 

Framing Portraits 

Some of life’s most precious memories are captured in the photographs that I take: a child’s first 

birthday, your parents’ 50th Wedding anniversary party, your daughter’s Wedding portrait.  Yet, 

more often than not, we display these memories by simply placing the photo in a frame or sticking 

them on the pages of a self-adhesive album. 

While this treatment is appropriate for most ‘snapshots’, your truly special portraits, especially 

those with historical merit or those that may be irreplaceable, deserve so much more.  That’s where 

Lovejoy Photography’s custom framing can be of assistance. 

Do I need glass over the portrait? 

The very nature of your portraits will dictate how they should be 

framed.  Not all portraits require glass.  Glass may cause reflection 

depending on where it is to be displayed.  There is no such glass as 

“non-glare”.  I refer to it as “reflection control glass” which will 

help control the reflection, but will not eliminate it. 

Special note:  when using glass never let the photo emulsion touch 

the glass.  If it does, temperature and humidity changes may cause 

it to stick.  This can potentially ruin the image. 

 

Our Framing Guarantee to You 

Lovejoy Photography will unconditionally 

guarantee your portraits against defects and damage 

only if framed by Lovejoy Photography. 

 

Likewise, if you choose to frame the portraits yourself or 

elsewhere, I can no longer guarantee the portraits.  The 

reasoning behind this is I cannot control the environment or 

product used to frame your portrait.  If any type of acid based 

product is used it will eventually fade or destroy your portrait.  

Or your portrait could be damage or scratched if care is not taken 

when framing your portrait. 



 

Bridal & Wedding Day Posing Guides: 

There are some tricks you should know that can make you look better in portraits, regardless of 

whether it’s a professional photographer who poses you or it’s your uncle whose instructions are 

limited to “stand over there and smile.” 

The tips are easy and they are linked to the world’s most painless diet!  If someone Ire to say that 

you would look ten pounds thinner simply by standing a certain way, I’m sure you would jump at 

the chance.  By knowing these secrets, and even spending some time in front of a mirror practicing 

them before the big day, you can help look your best on your Wedding day. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Avoid placing your feet together while 

flat on the ground (left). 

A pointed toe (right) lends more shape to your hips. 

Mother Knows Best 

Almost every mom has told her daughter 

to point a toe when posing for a 

photograph.  While you may think pointing 

a toe really doesn’t matter because most 

Wedding gowns cover your feet anyway, it 

does make a difference – but not in a 

direct way.  By moving your foot to point a 

toe, you are shifting your weight to your 

back foot, which in turn causes your hips to 

shift.  You want your hips and one side to 

look a little more pronounced that the 

other.  So just shift your hips a little.  The 

goal is to look curvy, but with an innocent 

overtone. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Stand Up Straight 

This may seem obvious, but something as 

ordinary as standing can do wonders for your 

images.  Although the groom can also benefit 

from good posture, it is especially important, 

and perhaps more difficult, for you.  This is 

because chances are that you have never worn 

your headpiece and veil for a whole day 

before.  All too often brides look as if they are 

balancing a bowl of fruit on top of their head!  

Don’t worry about your headpiece falling off.  

If it does, there will be plenty of willing hands 

to help fix it. 

Hunching your shoulders (left) makes your 

neck look shorter. 

When you relax your shoulders (right), you will look 

more natural and less tense on your Wedding day… 

Relax Your Shoulders 

People have a tendency to tighten and 

raise their shoulders when they get 

nervous.  This causes a few problems.  It 

makes your shoulders appear wider than 

they really are, your neck seems shorter, 

and most importantly, it creates a feeling 

and look of tension.  This is quite subtle, 

and to resist it you have to concentrate on 

relaxing your shoulders.  Let them fall 

naturally. 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

…and you look thinner when you turn at a 45 angle. 

Position Your Shoulders at a 45 Angle 

to the Camera 

Because of the cameras one dimensional view, it 

is hard to judge depth in a photograph.  If you 

turn your body slightly to the right or left, you 

can appear thinner in a resulting photo.  For 

example, if you are standing with your shoulders 

parallel to the camera’s film plane, you might be 

24 inches wide when measured from shoulder to 

shoulder.  But, if you turn your body to a 45 

angle, the measurement from shoulder to 

shoulder (in the photo) might be reduced to only 

18 inches.  In effect, you’ve traded one 

dimension for another, in this case trading width 

for depth.    

Banish Those Double Chins 

In an effort to hide a double chin, many people will 

tilt their head slightly backward.  In actuality, this 

has an adverse effect.  It makes your chin more 

conspicuous, shows off the insides of your nostrils 

(ugh!), and makes your eyes, the most expressive 

facial feature, look smaller. 

Lifting the chin is the right idea because it stretches 

the folds under your chin more tightly, helping to 

eliminate this unwanted feature.  However, the 

foundation for this illusion starts much lower in the 

body – at your waist. 

To reduce the look of double chins, lean forward 

slightly at the waist and then tilt your head slightly 

backward.  This keeps your face in its normal 

position.  The tilt at the waist cancels the backward 

tilt of your head, which results with your face being 

parallel to the camera’s film plane.  This eliminates 

the adverse effects of a prominent chin, nostril 

interiors, or small eyes, which result from just only 

raising your chin. 

Don’t pull your head toward your neck while 

standing straight (left).  This will accentuate the 

lines of a double chin. 

Rather, the key is to lean forward at the waist 

while slightly tilting your head backward 

(above, right). 



 

   

 

 

Getting Your Elbows Away from Your Body 

If you stand with your elbows touching the sides of 

your body in a photograph, your body will look as 

wide as the elbow-to-elbow dimension.  On the other 

hand, if you move your elbows slightly away from 

your sides, creating a small separation between your 

body and your arm, people will notice the cut-in of 

your waistline in your photographs.  With your arms 

out, separate from your body, your torso appears 

slimmer. 

This trick requires care in its use.  You want to see a 

slight separation between your body and elbows.  

Pushing your elbows out too far will make you look 

like you’re doing the chicken dance!  Also, in the 

course of moving their elbows outwards, many brides 

lift their shoulders, which I already know is a bad 

thing.  A little separation between elbow and waist is 

all that’s required and all that you want. 

Your body appears wider than 

normal when you hold your arms 

in, flush to your torso (top). 

With your elbows away from your 

body (bottom), you accentuate the 

cut-in of your waistline. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

It is usually less flattering to lift your head back 

(left) because your chin becomes more 

prominent than your eyes. 

Instead, lower your chin to tilt your forehead 

ever so slightly closer to the camera (right).  

This emphasizes the attractiveness of your eyes. 

Don’t try to open your eyes too wide.  This can 

create unwanted furrows in your forehead (left). 

It is better to keep your eyes and forehead 

relaxed in order to look more natural (right). 

Lower Your Chin to Accentuate Those Eyes 

Now that I’ve taken care of the double chins, it’s time 

to accentuate the facial features that expresses the 

most about you – your eyes.  First, imagine that your 

face represents a plane.  The film in your 

photographer’s camera is also on a plane.  Now think 

of both as vertical planes floating in space facing each 

other.  If the two planes are parallel, then the camera 

will record your face as it exists in reality.  But, if you 

lower your chin by a fraction of an inch, you are tilting 

your face out of parallel to the film plane, so your eyes 

are closer to the film than your chin and mouth.  This 

will make your eyes appear larger to the camera.  Just 

a tiny dose of this trick is all you need – so use it 

sparingly. 

Relax Your Forehead 

Many times, in an effort to accentuate their 

eyes; brides will try to open them as widely 

as possible.  You’ve probably heard 

someone exclaim a million times “Don’t 

Squint!”  Yet all too often, in the process of 

“not squinting,” people raise their eyebrow, 

which wrinkles their forehead.  While it is 

important to avoid squinting, you want to 

avoid raised brows too much.  It often helps 

to practice your facial poses in front of a 

mirror. 



 

 

 

 

 

Time has a way of playing with our memories.  Even the memories of 

special days can begin to fade as the years pass by.  That’s why it is so 

important that a record of your wedding day be preserved permanently 

by a professional photographer and capture the treasured moments of 

your day 

www.LovejoyPhoto.com 


